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How to Use This Template
This outline follows the standard five-chapter structure used across most postgraduate theses and dissertations. Some institutions or disciplines vary this slightly (for example, qualitative studies sometimes merge Chapters 4 and 5, or humanities theses use a fully different chapter naming convention), so confirm your specific department's required structure before finalizing.
  CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
[Context and background leading to your research problem]
1.2 Statement of the Problem
[The specific gap or issue your study addresses]
1.3 Objectives of the Study
[General and specific objectives]
1.4 Research Questions / Hypotheses
[Questions or hypotheses directly tied to your objectives]
1.5 Significance of the Study
[Who benefits from this research and how]
1.6 Scope and Limitations
[What your study covers, and what it deliberately does not]
1.7 Definition of Key Terms
[Any specialized terms your reader needs defined upfront]
TIP: Chapter 1 is often written last, even though it appears first. Many researchers draft a working version early, then rewrite it once the full study is complete and its actual contribution is clear.
  CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction
[Brief overview of how this chapter is organized]
2.2 Theoretical / Conceptual Framework
[The theory or model underpinning your study]
2.3 Review of Related Literature
[Organized thematically around your key variables or research questions]
2.4 Research Gap
[A clear statement of what remains unaddressed in existing literature]
2.5 Summary
[A short synthesis tying the chapter back to your research questions]
TIP: Organize this chapter by theme or debate, not paper-by-paper. A common weakness reviewers flag is a literature review that reads like an annotated bibliography rather than a synthesis.
  CHAPTER 3: METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Design
[Qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods, and justification]
3.2 Study Population and Sampling
[Population, sample size, and sampling technique]
3.3 Data Collection Instruments
[Surveys, interview guides, tests, etc., and how they were developed or validated]
3.4 Data Collection Procedures
[Step-by-step account of how data was actually gathered]
3.5 Data Analysis Techniques
[Statistical tests or qualitative analysis approach used]
3.6 Ethical Considerations
[Consent, confidentiality, and approval details]
TIP: Write this chapter in past tense once data collection is complete, since it describes what you actually did, not just what you planned. Many students forget to update the tense from their original proposal.
  CHAPTER 4: RESULTS / FINDINGS
4.1 Introduction
[Brief restatement of research questions guiding this chapter]
4.2 Demographic / Descriptive Information
[Basic characteristics of your sample or dataset]
4.3 Presentation of Findings by Research Question
[Organize results question-by-question or theme-by-theme, with tables and figures as needed]
4.4 Summary of Key Findings
[A concise recap of what was found, without interpretation yet]
TIP: This chapter should report what you found, not what it means. Save interpretation and discussion for Chapter 5, even though the temptation to blend the two is strong.
  CHAPTER 5: DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Introduction
[Brief restatement of the study's purpose]
5.2 Discussion of Findings
[Interpret your results in light of the literature reviewed in Chapter 2 — do they support, contradict, or extend existing research?]
5.3 Conclusions
[Direct answers to your original research questions]
5.4 Recommendations
[Practical recommendations for practice, policy, or further research]
5.5 Suggestions for Further Research
[Specific, unanswered questions this study surfaced]
TIP: Recommendations should follow logically from your findings, not be generic advice that could apply to any study on the topic. Reviewers notice when this section feels copy-pasted from a template.
  SUPPLEMENTARY SECTIONS
References
[Full reference list in your required citation style]
Appendices
[Data collection instruments, ethics approval letters, raw data extracts, etc.]
